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OLYMPIAD OF THE CRACKERS:

Welcome gentledudes to the biggest competition of ite kind ...
The super stars of '88...
Make your choice and send this list before
December , 6th 1988 to
WOLYMPIAD" , PLK 12%144 C ,
4250 BOTTROP , WEST GERMANY

—— — — e —

And here we go_:
(1) Name the best group cf 1988 : .
(2) Name the best cracker ( one single person ) :

(3) Who is the best programmer ( one person ) :
(4) Who was the climber of the year ( group or single person ¥

(5) Which was the best demo : Title :
programmed by :
(6) Name the best actiog[meetigg[eveﬁt or incident

{ (7) Which was the best game in '88 :
! (8) What was the best music ( game or demo ) :
Title :

composed by :

(9) What was the best ;joke :

(10) Legend of the year ( group or person ) :

Sign hewe @ 1k
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Hacked off
by hackers

could not help but notice
the much higher profile
adopted by the software piracy
gangs, at this year's PC Show.

A large group of people
wearing T-shirts proudly pro-
claiming the “Kent Cracking
Team” could be seen closely
examining the new games on
display.

The stand of one software
house was raided by an indi-
vidual who, carefully choosing
the right moment, ripped the
side off a display cabinet and
was away with an un-released
Atari game before anyone
could stop him. No doubt that
game will be “cracked” and on
the pirate circuit within a
matter of weeks.

The attitude of some of the

7777 encourage the worst in
people. Qn Saturday, not a
single person was visible on
the exhibit stand, they were
presumably attending to visi-
tors in the “inner sanctum” —
while outside, the kids were
taking the stand to pieces.

I have been told that “it’s
simply not worth trying to sell
Atari or Amiga software” due
to the activities of the “pirate”
circuit. What do the retailers
say about this? I'd like to know.

Certainly there can be no
doubtthat a vastamount — per-
haps the majority — of pirated
games software for those
machines is circulated. Do we
just blame the hackers, how-
ever? In my opinion, the soft-
ware houses themselves are
largely to blame.

Copy protection on Amiga
and Atari disks seems to be
about as effective as a plastic
padlock. The hackers seem to
experience little difficulty in
defeating it.

In this case, it seems that
better security is called for. I
don't claim to have the univer-
sal answer, but there are some
methods which seem to be rea-
sonably effective; for instance,
the issue of prismatic colour-
film devices for each package
tied into a unique passcode on
each disk; or the “novella”
method (e.g. “The Pawn”)
where at some stage in the
game, the user must enter a
keyword from some part of the
text.

If the cost of PAL chips re-
duces substantially, copy pro-
tection for games could be
made well-nigh perfect by issu-
inga plastic “dongle” with each
package. (Requiring insertion
of a matching device into the
parallel port before the game
would run).

Please note, I do not advo-
cate or approve of copy protec-
tion on business packages. The
history of such practice is that
italienates legitimate users and
does little to improve revenue.
The same cannot be said for
games, however.

Yours sincerely,
Clive Warner
Managing director

Digital Matrix ﬂg

Solihull
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— Considering the enormity of
the piracy problem, one would |
have thought that afler six years |
leisure publishers could have
found some way of thwarting the
hackers. The effective novella
method does work but can irri-
tate the gameplayer and, no
doubt, adds to a product’s retail
price.

Nothing is likely to change '
there for a while so surely it's the
cracking teams ~— enjoying a per-
verse form of superstardom — |
that should be hunted out and
brought to book. The trouble is’
that too many sofiware houses sit
around and expect the Feder-
ation Against Software Theft
(FAST) to do all the work.

In fact, many will back FAST's
efforts without even becoming
members. If current levels of pir-
acy are to be reduced every firm
active in the industry must play
its part. Publications must give
the issue publicity — either edu-
cating its readers or shopping of-
fenders — and software houses,
distributors and retailers alike
must all act against offenders
when possible.

[f nobody is going to do any-
thing, nobody has the right to
complain — and nothing will
change.
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